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Designer Yana German, a mother of two from Wheeling, shows off a jacket from
Iner line, Yana Gollection.

LEARNING TO FLY

Chicago and Macy’s take local
designers under their wings and
teach them the fashion business

St. Charles native Kate Coxworth is working on her line of custom-made women's shirts, called
Kate Boggiano, at the new Chicago Fashion Incubator program at Macy's.

Custom-made, high quality, classically
styled women's shirts are the specialty of

BY JAMIE SOTONOFF
jootonaff@dailyherald. com

ould the next Michael Kors or
Carolina Herrera be among us?
Macy's and city of Chicago
officials believe it's possible, and to
help give local designers a leg up in the
fashion business, they've created anew
“Project Runway"-like program called
the Chicago Fashion Incubator.

ing a few from the suburbs — were se-
lected for the yearlong program which
began in mid-March.

The six are essentially taken under
the city’s wing and, with the help of top
industry experts, taught how to make it
in the fashion world.

They were given an office with a lake
view in Macy's State Street store, plus
use of the store's sewing machines and

Yana German

work space. While they are not paid,
desigrier Kalo Gaxworth. SixChicago-areadesigners—includ- they are given help with everything 33}‘32:! C'“;hes
E from e-commerce to public relations to 'm' igne: lm
enhance their existing businesses. be afSthl'lah e
Fashion Incubator  designers Iai:: “lll{lsc;illl’:il
Glenn Mallory, Agga Raya and Lidia Blossat

Wachowska all hail from Chicago. The
other three, featured below, have sub-
urban ties.

Expect to see their names on your
clothing labels soon.

Kate Coxworth

Age: 26

Grew up in/now lives in: St. Charles/
Chicago

Name of clothing line: Kate
Boggiano. It's a combination of her first
name and her ltalian grandmother’s
maiden name, because Coxworth
believes it best represents her work.

See DESIGNERS on PAGE 4




