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SHOPPING

TAX-FREE GLEE!
Save that pesky 10.25 percent we spend
on taxes at le Dress, 1741 W. Division (at

right), as well as more than two dozen
other shops in Wicker Park and Bucktown

this weekend. For a list of other partici-
pants, go to blogs.suntimes.com/shopping 

TRY LOCAL
ON FOR SIZE
Now’s your chance to buy from up-and-coming designers
at the Chicago Fashion Incubator’s pop-up shop

I
f you’re like me, you’ve al-
ways wished you could have
more clothing from local de-
signers in your closet. But

let’s face it, they’re not always
easy to find — or afford.

Well, now it’s a lot easier.
Since March, the

Chicago Fashion Incubator
— the city’s program that
mentors up-and-coming
artists in a space at Macy’s
on State — has set up shop
at a pop-up store on the
fifth floor at 900 N. Michi-
gan (closes Sunday).

More than a dozen de-
signers — alums of the incubator
program —  have fabulous spring
clothing for sale, at different price
points ($17 camisole, anyone?).

Several of the designers entered

the program with almost zero de-
sign experience. (Nora del Busto
was a lawyer for four years.) Need-
less to say, it’s been fun for Lara
Miller, a Chicago designer and the
program’s director, to see how far

they’ve all come.
“So many of the design-

ers, when they started out,
said, ‘I don’t know what
fabric to use; I don’t know
who my target audience is.’
And now they all know.”

Since the shop is only
open until Sunday, this
weekend is your last
chance.

“I know how much it means, as a
young designer, to get exposure,”
Miller says. “People are getting
their cards and contacting them.
It’s so cool.”

MEET THE DESIGNERS
Stop by the trunk shows  —
free and open to the public
— where you can chat with
two of the designers and
shop their spring collections:

• Agga B, from noon to 8:30
tonight

• Anna Hovet, from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Saturday

GALLERY ONLINE
For more looks available at
the Chicago Fashion
Incubator pop-up shop, 
go to www.suntimes.com/
lifestyles

Lara Miller

Ink Medallion dress (center), $242 from Audey: Designer Jessica Audey clearly adores playing dress-up — she
also custom designs bridesmaid dresses. (Most of the other dresses in the lineup are $242 and go up to size 12.)

Alexis Ruffle Dress,
$102, from Kristin
Hassan: Hassan, a 24-
year-old graduate of
the Illinois Institute of
Art — Chicago, pres-
ents a spring collection
that’s sophisticated but
playful.

Essie Fuscia top, $169 from Kate
Boggiano: Ruffle up your work
wardrobe with these sweet blouses in
pink, white, black and navy.

Anna Hovet T-shirts, $25: Add a little
flirt to your shirt with these messages
in French that translate to “cheers to
being pretty” (left) and “think of me as
a challenge.” 

Basic Button Down Shirt, $90,
from Nonnie Threads: This mili-
tary-style men’s shirt, available in
several colors, is lightweight and
perfect for spring.

Abby Dress from Nora
del Busto, $495: A for-
mer lawyer, del Busto
uses lines and patterns
to create stunning ar-
chitecturally inspired
pieces. This silk dress
is the most sophisti-
cated maxi you’ll see
this season.

Flashing Light Tunic,
$356, from m.c.c.: During
her family’s trips to the
Northwest Angle in
Minnesota, designer
Miriam Cecilia Carlson
started collecting the min-
eral mica when she stum-
bled upon an abandoned
mine along the lake.

Ribbon Top,
$68 from Evil
Kitty: Designer
Lidia
Wachowska’s
two favorite
colors — pink
and black — are
featured in this
off-the-shoulder
top (think “bad
Sandy” at the
end of
“Grease”).

Camisoles from Kate Boggiano,
$16.95: Start with this soft tank and
layer with your favorite wrap, V-
neck sweater or empire-waisted top.


