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Its business model may as well be called
i " 7 i =

half off the world. lIar_nesur:_F the power of collective
purchasing, Groupon offers a deeply discounted deal every
day over e-mail for a great restaurant or activity. If enough
people sign up, it’s a go. Now in cities across the country
and Europe, Groupon is valued at $1.35 billion and has
sold six million deals. groupon.com
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Threadless Founded in 2000 by Jake Mickell
and Jacoh DieHary, Threadless was based on this
simple premise C
T-shirt designs anline, peaple vore on them and the
winners gex a small prize and their shire primed. Fast
forward 10 years and the prize for weekly winners
is 2,000 and Threadless is shipping mare chan vao
millicn 318 Teshins a year. Mreaeler_com

stive-minded peole submit

EVERYBLOCK
Sometimes, “TMI” can be
a good thing. Founded in
2007 with a million-dollar
grant, EveryBlock.com, now
available in 16 cities, brings
a whole new meaning to
“local news.” Type in an
address and the site provides
a plethora of hyper-local
information, including real
estate transactions, crimes,
up-to-the-minute ai%iegate
restaurant reviews, bike

rack installations and movie
filmings. everyblock.com

GrubHub Tizza, we love you, but these days

when we're jonesing for delivery we find ourselves
chaoasing bevween Cesta Rican, Indian, Jamaican
and much more. That's chanks o

founded. naw naanal, cnline delive
LirubHuk, feavuring moare chan 800 Chi
restauzans. grbhrb.com
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ERIDE BUZZ

Launched by former C8 staffer Kate Templin, Bride
Buzz is essentially a DailyCandy-like site for brides-
to-be. Every day, brides around the country (and
the globe) receive an e-mail with info about a smart
and sassy new bridal product. (Picture eco-chic
invitations, a cool new bridesmaid line, an adorable
cake topper or even the perfect hostess present.)
The pretty-in-pink site also features real bride
bloggers from across the country and showcases a
recent wedding every Tuesday. bride-buzz.com
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STSIGNALS This web-based software company
from Jason Fried and David Hansson is so
successful that you kind of want to hate it. But, on
the contrary, the masses adore them. Their blog on
tech, business and culture, Signal vs. Noise, is so

popular that when rhe{ released their first book,

Getting Real, exclusively throufgh

their site, they

sold a million dollars worth of copies. Check out
their new tome, Rework, published (as in printed on

paper) by Crown Business. 37signals.comisun

Orbitz Back in the primordial days of the
Interner, Expedia and Travelocity ruled. Then
several major sidines, including American,
Continental and [ela joined ferces wo form
Cvrbitz in 2001, It remains a huge, competitive
player—before Groupon, passibly the mast
successful from Chicwown. orbite. com

iExplore

This may very well
be the best adventuse
eravel site on the web,

Viewpoints
Read up cn everything
from electronics w
keivchenware ar ane af
the web's best aggregae offering a staggering
amaunt af qualiy
planned erips and

guides. implere.com
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Muose than 3 million

viewers a monch canlt be
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Where I've Been Founded by Craig Ulliaw in
2007, chis bugely popular Faceback app ard site fwith
liverally millions of users) allows you o brag, aboue—um,
all the exatic places you've visised, You
can abse book restaurant reses and past pics and insider
tips. coereivebeen. o

we mean share

Garmental

Lig an every morming

SwapSimple
Meney is se passé,
Trade baoles, VD5
and video games at
SwapSimple, where

day"” from Chicaga's
hest houtiques. This
you list your goods, 5 site stareed here in May,
trade credis and harter

for what you need.
swstpsimple.come

and plans ta expand
nationally in cthe nexe few
years. garmental.com

CouponCabin

One of the mos useful and smanest of all aggregane
sives, hugely successful Coupon Cabin sons throgh
cogicus consumser e-mails, ealine farums, blogs and
merchan sites for thess disparate and precicus coupan
coles, cowpomrbin oo e

E R R



